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GOVEFW?lENT OF Tti E U:i ITED STATES

AN1) 1111: CWEfiSNFX”r OF TtlL lRuST TER1/l”rOXY Ot lIIK PACIFIC ISMSDS

CONCERNING ‘rtl.E

Mow 07 THE PEOPLE OF I)IKI~:IISLAND, Aufwsr, 1976

011 P.ugt,st 11, 1978, the Undersecretary of the OC],~rtmcn[ of rhc

Interior, Jar,es A. Joseph, the Deputy UndcrsecreLary, k’all.acc Cr\Ten, ar.d

[he l):recLor of [hc Office of Territorial Affairs, Ruth C. V:lt) C1(AVC-,

journcyl:ti to Bikini Island Lo meet wiLh its currenL resi(]cnl:. l!)c p::rposc,

;C tl)ej: meutin~ was to conl,es in forma tlot] on Lhe $LIl~JeCr of 1]1: for Lhrrr’l n)’.

move t,,.’ i; e PCL,IJIC of Rlkini island to Kili Isl.~nd, and tt~ r,:.pc:)d L(J q]e~-

tioas :in(l i,czr con Lcrns put to thc~; by L}ie people L)f hjkll)~ Islsild. “1ncy

had car) i.,r, on AUEUSL 7, hclrf a similar mt,cLing t.,itll fo)r!cl )csidents O(

Bikini t.h.l [ro~, reside on Kili. The t{i[;l} Cormcisslor!cr .f Lhc lr”usl ‘TClriLOl”)

of tl]c Paci[lc Islands, Adrian P. hril~kcl, had been prc\’entecl hy bad wr:I!ll.r

in Saipan from joining in the visit LO Bikini Islar! d, buL tlc I]ad (Jar~i(>L’ ulel

with Lbc people of Bikini, as

It\ 19/,6, tt)c people nf B

U. S. Navy In order to enable

nuclear testing I)rogram which

well as with oLllcr Tiihini:l)s on Kill.

kinl Were removed fl-mr L])clr Otc,ll by ttlr

the United Staccs tc use the .]coII for a

lasted until 1958. ?116 isl.an.ll,rs weI-c l:lovc[l

firsl Lo Ron~~rik, then to Kwajalrln, ant! ulCimC+Lc]y to !(i]i. Tr) tl)c lnt(

1960’s, It appeared that lCVCIS of radiation on B]I,l;l JZC1l !(.,rc SUC]) tll.lt

the people could return to and use a nurr,her of the m.ljor isl,nll(ls (uf the :!l~ll.

Be~innln~ in 1969, a clc.an-up of Lhc atoll and a re\)aibili LaLIC,r, progr.11~ KUS

i>eg(],l In the early 1970’s, SC(OC Jliklni people ~(rc cmpl~v[d ;:) L~lc’ l’)oj”~ t

:11,... :11. llli [.i,ll),i pol,lll,al~ot] il!clc,l:,cd Lo .!l))l .!.l:l.I (C]) ,.. , ill ]’))~~. (11

1977, tl)c lntakc of radion(jclidc:, I]y Lhf’ people l;\ln;, On E)l :1 1 1S1OD! l’..,!

increased to alurming prOpOrLions, ,and a major fcc(llng I)ro.gr.11, t,.:~ l!]sri—

tutcd. April, 197Fl surveys silowcri tt,nt tl)e feed]ng pro~,ram h,ld r~)t resulted

,,,,,,,., ,;. , ... !- ..,... . ...,,., ,.. . -----

,,

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

,. , . ... ----—-,., ..- ------- ., —- ---



..,...
.,

“’.{
.,~:..f

5.

6.

1.

8.

I
9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18,

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

wi 1] d~,tcrml,l~ !Jllctl,,.1. F,

considered as a hOr,]e for

Among tllr rc!quc’sLs

Lhe Bikini :)P(IPIc.

Ffr. Joseph and Mrs. Van Cleve, on behalf of the Cover nrncnt of tl)c>

U))iLcd St.3tcs, and Mr. h’inkel , on behalf of the Cover nmull L of tile I“rt!$t

Terri Lot-y, offered tile following assurances:

1. Tl}c Government of the United States co[lsiclers Itself Se[lerally

rcsponslblc for tile well being nf the Bikini people and chr i]” descendants

and , follow ins consultation ~)itl) thcm, the Government of L!lc United S[a Les

will seek LO arral]~e their rclora[j on, pcrmancnt]y, in Lllc most satis

m3nner posslblc. The I)cpartmel)t: of the In Lcrior w1ll undertake to ob

s~lcl) .luthori Ly and such res,ol)rccs as may bc required in r)l-d t-r to meet
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II. IIccause Kill Island has,

solely ,] L[.mpOrarY relocation site

I!avr l]evcr und(,rtaken to construLt

..———— -—
fcr tl,c people of Bikinj, Ct\e LIovernmcnLs

pcr-rrranc-nt facilities ch(.rc, nor to improve

sifinifiCanLly any of the cxisLin& Kili facilities.

th!,

ui 1

ing

for

111. It is not ycl possible to develop a pel-manent rcloc?.tioo Plan

the people of Bikini. That plan must await completion Of tile acri~li j)@-6L
“ —-

rariio]ogical survey that is now under-w,lY, a“d that is e>pectcd to be rom--

plQLeLI no later than tl,e early weeks of 1979. Wllcn those SLlrVC)’ L-cst)lts

arc avallablc and evaluated, and wl]rn any rcmainln~ scientific tests fOund

ncccssary arc 31s0, Complcccd, all of which developments arc eY.pccLrd to

occur in the first months of 1979, it will bc possible to idrj~tify safe

1(.location silts. Tlic Gouerllments hill then, following Iull consultation

K,IC}I tl)e people of Kili (]ncludinu tllc cu~-rcntt residcnLs of Bikini Island

who will by Lhc!j haVC relocated there,) , plan in derail for the relocation

of such Kili residents as choose to move clsewhcl”e, affordin~ to them a

rl,.>ic,. ,,monri t!u ;~o~cit.le rl.lorn! l.lr) ~itc-. ~’!:osr who ( I)no-. r t o rcm(li n oil

,.J;J .,L1; !,, ,,LL,>,,;},.J,,(.cG I.1,..,v.
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~lklni /\Lc,
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zc tll~t the island o! l~i~ini and Lhc>

sci-cd,ll,s permit, to lransport Dikini ?csi<~ellts livin~ CJIi Kili

tl]e currcnz tiikini Island residents ,al>aut to move there) for v

tjmv LO tifilc to J!ikini. S“CI, visits will “ecrssaril> be brief

\iilJ roL tr(, possible far the Y,jkini visitors (o rcsicle, even 1>

(inclt,clln;

sits irom

and it

icfly, on

Such bt-icf \~isits will ,

VIII

Bikini 1s

exp<nsrs,

ti)ereforc

TilG~ol,ernmc’nts rccocnize tt}:)L tl~e current residents of

ar,d will cncoul)cer personal hardships, as well as certain

at~cnda~t llpon their fortl~comlnS mo\,c. The Governments u1ll

pay, as a lump sum x-eJocation allowance, the sum of $JOO.72

per person, to ti>c lead of racl] f’amily on Bikini Island. Tt]at sum IS

not inLc,nticd to consLitutc compcnsaLioa, in G,hOle or in part, for any

daw:igc LIIC Bikini Isl:lnd residents may be found to have sustainer. Tt

ii intt~:jdcd instead tn be a one-time payment to facilitate their forLl~-

cominp, U1(JVC to Klli Island. Tile GovcrnmenL of the LiniLed SLaLCS has

arrac~,[.cl for tllc current B~kini Island resicient.s to stop at Kva.jalcin,

Whi]c cnrO\lLe tO Kili, to make purchases there.

, ).,,,,,,,,, ,,, -, 1,, ,,: ,.. !-.!i, fl,,, ,,, . r, .,\, : .! ,,, ,1,,,

ive. ‘Ihcy arc Intended LO respond to L}lcmaJoI” concerns cx–

the mecLll]p o>] tiikini nnci Kili on AuF,ust 11 al)d 7, 1978.
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